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ABSTRACT

This study explores the legislative precision in the Qur’anic determination of zakat
recipient categories, which are outlined directly without reliance on prophetic
tradition or juristic reasoning. While the Sunnah elaborates on operational aspects
such as conditions, rates, and eligible wealth, the Qur’an exclusively enumerates
the eight categories, indicating their exclusivity. Focusing on the shares allocated
to mu’allaf al-qulub (“those whose hearts are to be reconciled”) and debtors, the
research addresses prevalent misconceptions, particularly in Malaysia, regarding
the scope and application of the mu’allaf al-quliib category. The study aims to
demonstrate the legislative wisdom and uniqueness underlying this precise
categorization and to clarify the authentic interpretation of the mu’allaf al-qulab
share. Methodologically, it adopts an inductive analysis of classical Qur’anic
exegesis, juristic opinions, and economic perspectives, alongside contemporary
scholarly discussions. Inferential and analytical methods are then employed to
conceptualize the legislative miracle in zakat allocation and refine the definition of
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mu’'allaf al-qulub. Findings contribute to a clearer understanding of zakat
distribution, dispelling ambiguities, and highlighting the Qur’an’s legislative
distinctiveness in prescribing recipient categories.

Keywords: Zakat, legislative miracle, reconciliation of hearts, Islamic law, zakat
allocation
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