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A B S T RAC T- Phytoso€iological studies werc
carried out in Comparbnent 128, Pasoh Forest
Reserve, Negeri Sembila , in order to assess

the canopy structure and vegetation
composition of the logged-over dipterccarp
forest, thirty years after logging. A total of
ren plots, each with the size of 60 x 40 In, werc
established to assess the vegetation
composition, species dominance and stand
structure for the compartment. studies
showed that the stand can be categorized as

a SrqEiM - Canaium stand. Meanwhile,
the species composition of the study area
car be differentiated into two communities,
namely, Dialiun kunstleti - Bacca rea
smatrata commnn]'ty and Hopea odonta
Palaquium tusttutum co'.mu'nity, and these
communities can be turther differentiated into
four sub-conununities. The vegetation of the
compariment recorded the aveftZe of 12.5%
canopy lay€r r€rovery of the emergent layer
(SD, znd 40%, 4l .5Eo,25 5%, and 17 5% lor
the dominant and co-dominant (T1).
understorcy (T2), shrub (S) and herb (H)
layers, rcspectively. The family with the most
representative was Dipterocaryaceae with
twelve species representing three genera,
followed by Leguminosae.
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INTRODUCTION

Peninsular Malaysia is blessed wift a unique
tropical forest ecosystem. The forest, which
is a highly valuable e€onomic rcsource, has

be€n systematically managed by the Forestry
Department Peninsular Malaysia since lml .

For instance, lhe lowland and hill dipterocarp
forests have been managed under ihe
Malayan Uniform Systen (MUS) and
Selective Management System (SMS),
respectively. Even though the forest is being
hanested annually, harvesting is carded out
according to the strict guidelines of MUS
and sMs.

The MUS was first formulated into the
approved system at the 1949 Colferencq of
Malayan State Forest Officen (Wyatt-Smith,
1995), and was first implemented in 1955
(Yusuferat, 1986). According to dle guideline
of the system, all mature arees of commercial
species above 45 cm in DBH are to be
removed in a single harvesting.

Naturally. the forest will recover after
ha esting, aDd in the case of rhe MUS, the
forest is expected to recover lvithin 50 to 55
years (wyatt-smith, 1995). However rhe late
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