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A Study ofthe Ichneumonid Wasp ofFaona Gunung JeEi, Kedah, Malaysia
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drSfXAC?. AFelininary sfirdy on the fauna
of ichneumonid wasps at ttuee differcnt
altitudes (150- 200 nL 700 - 800 m and 1000-
I 100 m above sea level tasll) of Gunung J€mi,
Kedah, Malaysia was conducted. A total of 32
incbneumonidindividuals ftom 2l species, 16
genera and six subfamilies (Cryptinae,
Metopiinae, Campopleginae, Banchinae,
Pimplinae and Ophininae) were colected. The
'Cryptinae had the highest number of
individuals (15), genera (8) and species (9).
However, the most dominant genus was
Leptobatopsis (Banchinae) with six
individuals. The genera l.€ptobatopsis aad
F ora seemed to be specialized and adapted
to high€r altitud€s of Gunung Jerai (1000
ll00 m asl). Of 16 genem recorded. seven
(Sulcatius, Palpostilpus, Caenopimpla,
Ace rctaspis, Eribotus, Sinophorus, and
Rhochoapler) werc new rccords for Malaysia.
Interestingly, the genus Sxlcarirr was
recorded for the fint time in the Oriental and
Australian Regions. The number of
ichneumonid individuals was somewhat
higher at 1000 - ll00 m than at the
lower altitudes.

TNIROIX]CIION

Gunung Jerai, popularly known as Kedah
Perak, is one of the classical localities in

rgJ,ods: Ichneubo d wasp, Guung teni, K.dah,

Malaysia. Its accessibfity ftom nearby Penang

Island, its isolation, and its not so excessive
height (c. 1200 m asl) permitted naturalists to
visit the area and collect specimens, beginning
fairly eirly in the 19s century (Stones, 1983).
Although parts of the mountain werc
selectively logged, other parts, particularly at
the lower boundaries, have been cleared for
small-scale tapioca and rubber cultivation,
orchards, and some other parts werc simply
disturb€d. It is a biologicalb interesting area
with an island-like, self-contained peak.In a
combination of 740 m'z plots at different
elevations (150 - I l4O n), Kochunmen (1982)

recorded 1148 stems, of 192 spocies, 120
gercra, aDd 52 plant families. Based on this,
Srones (1983) concluded that by Malaysian
standards, Gunung Jerai seems to have low
floristic richness. This is pmbably due to its
location and substrate, the latter being schkt
and quartzite, which tend to break down to
white-sand and support a fascinating, but
somewliat impoverished fl ora. Additionaly,
the rainfal, which averages 357 cm per amum
is atrifle low (Kochuinnen, 1982).

The ichneurnonid wasps (Ichneumonidae) are
one of the laryest famfies in the insect order
Hymenoptera (bees, true antt, and wasps all
fall within this order). There are nearly 60,000
species worldwide, of which about 16,000
species occur in the Odental rcgion (Gupta &
Tikar, 1976). The ichneumonid wasps are
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