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EDITORIAL 

Welcome to the fourth edition of Journal of Educational Thinkers for 2013. 

To the casual reader, this selected collection of articles of SEAAIR 2012 
conference will be impressive because of its sheer size, but practitioners of local 
and regional education will be astonished by the articles written in depth of detail 
and complexity. The fact that SEAAIR 2012 conference held in Kota Kinabalu, 
Sabah; brought together higher education educationists from the region is a credit 
to the School of Education and Social Development, UMS. After all, the 
conference was successful in the advancement of research leading to improved 
understanding, planning, and operation of institutions of post-secondary education. 
The dissemination of information and interchange of ideas on problems of 
common interest in the field of institutional research, continued professional 
development of individuals engaging in institutional research, institutional 
management and post-secondary planning and policy development. 

In this special edition we have contributions from The Philippines, Thailand, 
Indonesia and Malaysia. We know of course that higher educational institutions 
generally and commencing recently in South East Asia, do have to fine - tune their 
teaching and learning styles and deliveries to ensure lifelong learning given the 
technology advances that impact on knowledge acquisition and application. This is 
indeed a remarkable collection of articles fi lled with researched issues on 
education in ASEAN higher education institutions comprised of firstly, the article 
on the policy in higher education in ASEAN by Nirwan Idrus on "Toward a Policy 
Option for Southeast Asian pursuit of World Class Higher Education". 

Next, are articles on teacher development: "Teacher's Emancipation in Classroom 
Teaching Management through Transformation via Action Research Practices" by 
Melati Ji Ion et al; The Impact of Learning Organization on Organizational 
Readiness for Change of Widyatama University by Sunardi S. Brahmana and 
Veronica Christina; Enhancing Pedagogical Content Knowledge: An Exploration 
of Experienced ESL Teachers' Cognition on Adverse Classroom Climatic 
Conditions in Sabah, Malaysia by Ameiruel Azwan bin Ab Aziz et al. 

Thirdly the theme on quality in higher education: Identifying best practices for 
satisfying students by benchmarking World Class higher education by Mazirah 
Yusoff and F. McLeay; Quality Assurance Training: Culture or Calamity?by Teay 
Shawyun and Shaun Louie Sabico; A Conceptual Research Framework for 
Investigating the Influence of Teachers' Professional Development Program 
(TPDP) Towards Stress, Teachers' Efficacy and Collective Efficacy among 
Secondary School Teachers in Sabah, by Dewi Isma Madzlan et al. 

Finally, the scholarship of teaching and learning in higher education: Raquel C. 
Pambid's article on the Materials, innovative methods, strategies and techniques 
and the patterns of Science teaching used by the student teachers as described in 
their plans; Sofie et al., The quality of student services has been evaluated by 
university management. They have evaluated the student learning activity in the 
class related with the student satisfaction. Judith C. et al., When is Teaching 
Effective? Understanding Teachers' Beliefs about Effective Teaching; Online 
Education Adoption in Thailand: Pilot Study using DTPB, Bussagorn Leejoeiwara 
and Dr. Thanawan Phongsatha; Values Integration of Music, Arts, Physical 
Education and Health (MAPEH) Program in Western Visayas: A Cross-Cultural 
Study, Ma. Xenia Y. Guanzon; The Role of Instructor in Increasing the Value of 
Learning Experience, Fatik Rahayu et al., Discovering the Scholarship of Teaching 
beyond the Ivory Tower, Hamzah Md.Omar; The Relationship between Learning 
Climate and Students' Achievement at Ramkhamhaeng University, Narat 
Wattanapanit; Research Culture in a Hong Kong-Based World-Class University: A 
Case Study, Violeta C. Valladolid; Trend Analysis of Service Quality Index: A Case 
Study of Academic Support Units in Assumption University of Thailand, Narong 
Chumsupanwaree & Teay Shawyun,; Initiatives towards Sustainable Campus: A 
Case Study of Dark Green Schools, Alice T. Valerio. 

This is a special edition on higher education in ASEAN countries that I hope the 
readers can easily use these pages in fostering interests and activities related to 
institutional research, management, policy and planning; and finally, the 
advancement of post-secondary education and the improvement of the quality of 
post-secondary educational outcomes. 

Assoc. Prof. Dr Hamzah Md. Omar 
Chief Editor 
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ABSTRACT 

Aspiring to become world class appears to be a preoccupation of many 
Southeast Asian universities. Measures of achievement are normally 
through internationally recognized rankings. The wordings used to 
enshrine this desire can be read from the Visions and Missions Statements 
showcased by these universities. However .only a few of them has made it 
through the ranking barrier of top 200. They could be considered as being 
World Class and the aspiration of the Asian or Southeast Asian universi-
ties Having aspirations and desires is obviously a necessary but not suffi-
cient condition to achieving World Class status. This paper proposes a 
conceptual model based on many years of personal and vicarious experi-
ences in higher education in several countries involving World Class and 
non-World Class universities. The model considers Management, Technolo-
gy, Generational Gap and Curricula (M'TGGC) as the fundamental dynam-
ics to move universities towards global recognition and World Class rank-
ing. These dynamics are constantly interactive in a planetary cluster with 
Management in the focal location. Each of these dynamics has its own 
elements which trigger innovation in pedagogy, education technology and 
even in educational structure and philosophy. Examples are given to show 
these innovations. The paper concludes by suggesting the need to consider 
reforming the structure of higher education in order to ensure its effective-
ness in the midst of continuous change. This will provide inputs to and 
simultaneously guide the development of policies on higher education in 
Southeast Asia in particular 

Keywords: Higher Education, Southeast Asia, Policy option, world class, 
generation gaps 






